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clever young princess. For Elizabeth and Philip
got on well together, and became quite good
friends. Elizabeth again showed how she could
adapt herself. Philip was her best shield against
Mary's enmity, so Philip must be won over to
stand by her. He was a strange protector, in
view of what was to come, but protect her he did.
Mary was now hated by her subjects, and plots
began to be made against her. These plots were
known to centre round Elizabeth, and arrests
took place. Elizabeth's former governess, her
tutor, and several of her servants, were sent to
the Tower. Mary did not care now what her
people thought, she was so embittered and so
desperate. But she still adored her husband and
longed to please him, Philip insisted that Elizabeth
herself must be left alone, and he got his way.
She was declared to have been unaware of her
servants' actions, and was " allowed " to go back
^to- her country life at Hatfield.
* Time passed, and it was clear that Mary would
never have a child. Philip left England, and Mary,
alone and utterly miserable, fell ill. She knew
herself that she had not long to live. Her last
act was one of pathetic generosity and despair;
she did what she had steadily refused to do before.
She sent for her Council and formally recognized
Elizabeth as her heir. And so, in November, 1558,
messengers raced to Hatfield to tell Elizabeth that
Mary was dead and that she herself was Queen of
England,